Ford Focus

Britain’s best seller g
Complete buyer's
Quide inside

02




ORIVEN  HAT GOUPE 200 TUReM

USED CAR BUYER
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HAT GOUPE 20V TURBO DRIVEN

50-100mph (on autobahns of course!)
there is little on the road that could keep
up. But 220bhp is a lot to lay down
through the front wheels, and the chassis
can struggle to cope on the limit, with
torque steer prevalent. The only slight let
down is the braking — the standard
brakes struggle at speed and many
owners have opted for uprated pads and
sometimes disks as well. But new pads
are cheaper than new front bumpers!

Practicality-wise, the Coupé is easy to
live with on a day-to-day basis, and the
boot is big for a coupé. The car does have
quite a big turning circle, but in practice,
sensitive power-steering means this isn't
ften a problem. However, judging the
rear-end when reversing isn't easy — so
use the mirrors. Also, while rear
passengers have plenty of headroom, they
will struggle for legroom if long-legged
front seat passengers have the seats
pushed right back.

The Fiat Coupé has performed badly in /)
Power surveys, with many owners
spparently unhappy with ‘minor’ interior
and exterior trim problems and poor
custerner service at dealerships. However,
mmers tell us that most problems seem
w relate to the earlier 16V versions, and
10t the 1997-on 20V cars. And as there
are plenty of Fiat specialists around,
there’s no need to risk potentially poor
nain dealer service.

Most servicing costs are actually not
o bad, for a car with this kind of
serformance, and the engine, gearbox
and cluich have generally proved
wouble-free,

Main service intervals are 12,000
niles, but we'd recommend changing the

il every 6000 to be on the safe side,
sspecially if you do frequent short
ourneys of the stop-start variety,

The 60,000-mile cambelt change
service, however, is seriously expensive —
an incredible £1200 at a main dealer — as
the engine has to come out, although
some specialists would say otherwise,

Some parts prices are cheap —

especially items seen in other Fiat models
like spark plugs, others — including brake
pads and disks — are expensive. The
205/50 tyres aren’t too pricey, but that’s
just as well because a set of fronts might
only last you 8000 miles!

Fuel economy is very good for this
class of car, with a combined figure of
around 28mpg possible. Needless to say,
this will fall rapidly to around 18mpg if
severely trashed.

Insurance isn't for the faint-hearted,
or for the young. Expect to pay around
£600-700 for a 40 year-old with full NCB,
but nearer £1500 for a 25 year-old with
50% NCB. Strangely, for a sports car like
this, owners don’t seem to be clubby
types and there’s no official Coupé
owners club. Which is a shame, because
these cars should be good for 100K-plus
miles, and are virtually guaranteed to
become classics.

BUYING

Finding a car shouldn’t prove too much
of a headache, and most, but not all, will
have been well cared-for. Owners tend to

“With five
cylinders,
20 valves and
219 horses
more than
Dick Turpin,
on the gallop
there’s little
that can
keep up
with the 20V
Turbo?”

Not a lot of room in here, s

0 no surprise that cambelt change is an engine-out job.

HSED CAD BIIVED 234



LIFE WITH A
FIRT COUPE
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ti 3200GT. Phil Ward,
Editor of Auto /talia magazine.

FIRT COUPE 20V TURBD
MODEL HISTORY

December 1996 2.0-litre 20V Turbo Coupé launched to replace 2.0-litre 16V. Froni-
wheel drive with independent suspension, electric mirrors, tinted glass and 16in alloys
PAS, ABS, horizontally slatted grille, high level rear brake light, revised interior with new
heating and audio controls. Available as five-speed manual only. July 1998 special
edition six-speed LE Turbo launched with red Brembo brakes. August 1998 Turbo Plus
launched with colour-keyed body kit, recaro seats and black leather upholstery, aircon as
six-speed manual gearbox standard on all Turbos. January 2001 production ceased.

TURBO INGL V

Autoltalia Epsom (01372 744444)

Exhaust back box £386.29
Brakepads (front) £89.33
Brakepads (rear) £57.84
Brake disks (front) £115.36 each
Spark plugs £5.73 each
Air filter £11.71
0il filter £8.27
Fuel filter £10.08
Servicing (Coupers 01727 854342)

12,000 mile service £115
36,000 mile service : £150
60,000 miles service £1200™

* Involves cam belt change and recommended engine removal

TYPICAL 20V TURBOD
COUPE PRICES

Year Retail Private

1996 £8000 to £6500 £7200 to £5800
1997 £9500 to £8000 £8600 to £6700
1998 £10,500 to £9300 £9700 to £7600
1999 £12,300 to £10,000 £11,700 to £9100
2000 £15,500 to £14,000 £14,300 to £11,600

Turbo Plus adds approximately £1000
LE adds approximately £1600

20V TURBD
cc/cyl 4/1998 bhp/220 mph/155 0-60/6.5 mpg/28.0 Ins grp/18 Length/13ft 11in
Width/5ft 10in Height/4tt 4in

Fiat UK www.fiat.com 0800 717000

Independent specialists:

Autoltalia Magazine www.auto-italia.co.uk

Wimbledon Carriage Company 020 8540 9581 (www.wimbledoncarriage.co.uk)
Parts and servicing:

L&M 01494 538899 (www.I-m.co.uk)

Autoltalia Epsom 01372 744444




